two Ministers Pienipotentiary to represent the Uni-

in this Congress, and upen these nominations a
animated debate occurred in the Senate, while upon
for their i
of Representatives. -
would not :::IB herr for sanction befure
‘binding, although use of nothing but moral
meditated, although the whole lhinl:‘runlved itself into
tual_conference—a friendl .ui:h:t“

-

y consultation
good and the common prosperity ; vet in
earnestly that such,a step was full of danger
it was a foarful departure from established poliey ; that our
interests were best prolected and prometed by avoiding all al-
liances and entangl with foreign Powers, and fow gen-
tlemen advocated this policy of non-iutervention, even for the
Eupouot consultation, more decidedly than the Presidont.
is op

1

i, and if thers be some shades of
difference botween the member from Tennessee and the Rm-
sident, now anxious fur a wider fume, the change of position
may possibly aceount for it.  If the Senate will be a little pa-
tient I will read a few parsgiaphs from the second volume of
the Register of Debates, second part :
“ Mr, Poux offered the following : 7
“ Resolved, That it is the constitutional vight and duty ot
the House of Representatives, when called ou for sxﬁmpru-
missions, to deliberate

tions to defiay the ex) ol forei
o: I:.;uoulfadl{h:i or Ee:pedlemy oﬂuh missions, and to de-
ie

termine and act thereon as in their judgment may be wost con-
ducive to the
"Ruohmd.% it is the sense of this House that the send-
part of the United States o take in
the deliberstions of the Congress of South American 18 At
Panama would be & tolal rture from the uniform course of
pursued by this Government from the adoption of the
constitution to the present period, and might, and in all
+probability would, have a tendency to inyolye the nation in en-
tangling -{Hunu and the neutrality snd relations of
amity and which at t happily subsist between the
United States und the belligerent Powers, old Spain and the
Southern republies of this continent.
* Resolved X 'l‘udhltéi.il inexpedient "u'm: ‘:.{lng‘:
ters on the the Uni tes to take
- o i it of South nations at Pae
nt to Emt appropristion to
‘mission. *—-G:z{ &2 Seaton’s De-

to
that the whole thing was entirely inexpedient ; and while he

held this he also held that Congress was under no obligation

the necessary ||mmu ion for a minister duly ap-
pointed. 1 will read also o speech delivered by the same
gentlemdn in the House upon the same subject. He says :
“ The proposed mission to Panama was without a precedent
in our history, was novel in its charaeter, apd, in his judgment,
dangerous to the best interests of the country.”
This language, sir, is very hoppily adapted to the present
occasion—is very emphatic and full of meaning. He con-
tinues :
¢ This (said Mr. P.) is a portentous and very important

crisis in the of this eountry, and every patriot should
be at his post. e ure about to depart from our ancieut and
plain republicun simplicity, and to a great and splen-

did Government ; new projects sre set on foot ; we are ealled
upaon by the President to change the whole poliey of the coun-
try s adopted by our fathers, and so hapﬁ y puestied by theie
posterity down to the present period. He called on gentle-
men, before they abaudoned the present safe policy of the
country, to ponder well what they are about to do."—p. 2478,
Bir, I hope this opinion of the President then will not be
without it infloence on this body. Ponder well what you are
about to do. One sentence more, and [ bave done :
¢ Before he coneluded ﬂlr. P uid) he woulld say a word
in relation to the plﬂﬁc [Mr. Monroe’s declaration] which it
wis said the nation given in regard to the South American
policy, When the message of the laie President of the Uni-
ted States was communicated to Congressin 1823, it was view-
ed as it should have been, as the mere expression of opinion
th:r E ive, submitted to the h-b.lJ ;;:;dmd ddibﬁ_ra—
tion . 3 and d-:liinu.l, s 10 uce an effect
upon the councils of the Holy mum{ in relation to their
supposed intention to interfere in the war between Spain and
her former colonies. ‘T'hat effect it probably had aa ageney in
producing ; and if so, it has performed its office. The Presi-
dent had no power to bind the nation by such & pledge. The
sound and Judgment of the ]u.‘us(e of the United States
has not been brought up to the conclusion that we could in any
event make common cause with the republies of the South, or
involve ourselves in the calamities of war in their behalf. Al
our sympathies, ull our good feeling, were with them ; we
wished success, but self-preservation is the first law of
nature and of pations. We were then, us he hoped we still
were, unprepared to depart from our settled poliey, As a
strong evidence of what the opinions ol this House then were,
the present Seerctary of State, then a member of the House,
had submitted a resolution responding to the sentiments of the
sage of the Pr The Greek resolution was submit-
ted, too, at the same session by the honorable member from
Mutm‘mtll; the fever was up : we seemed to bk then, if
we ever had been, prepared to go on a political erusade in be-
hall of others, suber judgment of the House interposed ;
the Greek resolution shared its fute, and sl *eps upon the table.
“ Mr. Cray saw clearly that the same fite inevitably await-
e his South American resolution, with ouly this difference,
that it would probably have been negutived by a much more
overwhelming majority, It was not culled up.”—p. 2489
I might, sir, read much more advice and argument from
speeches of the President equally imp t for the
admonitions contained in them. What, I pray the Senate to
consider, called forth these warnings, these forebodings of
evil 7 This great alarm was excited by a proposal to send to
the republics of South America two diplomatic functionari
clothed simply with ﬂ:rnm to consult and confer together
for the peace, safely, Elmlpuity of the free Governments
of this contineot. The President then saw grest danger in
avy departure, however inconsiderable, from the old and mfe
policy of non-intervention. He feared not only all entangling
allisnces, but all association whatever, and evidently holds it
to be a triumph that the resolution of Mr. Clay, in response
tn Mr. Monroe’s declaration, was defeated, and that the reso-
lution offered by Mr. Webster in regard 1o the Greeks shared
the um; fate. *‘The fever (says the President) was then
up.”  Yes, sir, the fever of sympathy with nations struggling
for their freedom, and none otber. They were weak, fecble
Powers, it is true, making no great figure in this noisy world,
but still liberty was as dear to them as to Frenchmen, and
they contended manfully for it, and achieved it without the
eountenance of the President. The declarstion of Mr. Mon-
roe is couched in & manner not to

e 1o establish any
new in North Ameriea. In the exi circumstances
of the d, the tin deemed & oeeasion to reite-
rate and resfiirm the prineiple a by Mr. Monroe, and to

cautious policy to one which is
marked, I might say, comparatively with arrogance and pre-

u .

I must refrain from forther comments, Mr. President, that
I may notice one topic more, which must not be omitted
What effect, I would ask, Mr. President, if wo send an army
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suspended the moment she becomes acquainted with our
course, In connexion with this probable pvent, I desire to
cull the att of the Senate 1o the fact that this commis-
sioner from Yucatan bad no ssaner learsed that a treaty would
y be antersd into than he sent s formal protest to the
“through the Secretary of Btate, remonstrating
aguinst ratification, unless provision was made in the
weaty for the of the Yucatanese against the ven-
geance of the Mexicans. This commissioner is not the advo-
cate of nor is his State, if he represents her senti-
ments. His first wish is to keep us embroiled in war till
Yucatan falls into the possession of the United States.  All
bis letters have been written, and his fucts, if facts they are,
bave been stated under this bius,  Shull we, sir, sct upon
such evidence ?  Hear bis language in u brief quotation :

¢ Yurious rumors have been io cireulation, during the last
few days, in reference o a treaty of peace between Mexicoani!
the United States, and even the terms of the treaty have been
stated.  As long s these rumors remained within the sphere
of rumor I did not thiok it opportune or expedient to make
the voice of Yoeatsn heard in u matier which, for that unfor-
tanate country, is & guestion of life and dmi:, and to which,
therefore, it fs not aad eanuot be indifferent ; but as it now
ap to be certain and indubitable that this treaty exists,
and has been sent to Washington o receive the proper ratifica-
tion, the time seems to me to have arvived to raise the voice
of Yueatun before the Goveroment und people of the United
Stutes, in order to st in due form st such a treaty,
Whatever may be the estimation or sttention conceded to this
protest, my canscience dictates the obligation of making it and
submilting it o the Government of the republie.”

Again, further along in the despatches I find still stronger
langunge used by the commissioner :

“ A weaty of in which Yucatan is not freed from the
fury of the mandarines of Mexico, on uccount of its conduet in
the present war, or is it not left u liberty to seek for admis-
sion us & tree and umﬂllgn State in the vast eonfederacy of
the United States, which it most ardently desives us most ad-
vantageous for it. A treaty of peace containing no provisions
of this nature is, I repeat, emineady prejudieial to Yucatan,
which cannot and ought not to see itself thus sacrificed without
at least uttering a ery of complaiut, without taking some men-
sure to dm-mfju.lthe.

*“ For these reasons I protest, in the nnme of my Govern-
ment and of the people of Yueatan, ugainst the terms of this

treuty; and I demand that inany event the lot of Yucatan should
be assured in it

That is the language of Mr. Sierra, the commissioner,
which very plainly is feelings and wishes. We can

his
judge from these facis how inuch interest Yucatan has to de-
feat the ratification of this tresty, and 1o prolong the war with
Mexico, und also by what means she proposes to accomplish
her uhjec:. What else ought we to expect from a rebellious
A -

Mr. President, I have been constrained to pass over many
facts quite as important and quite as full of interest as those
which I have commented upon. It is & maiter demanding the
gravest and most deliberate consideration of the legislature,
A fulse siep is full of peril, as it mey involve consequences
from which we should find it difficult t escape without great
sacrifices. War is, under any eircumstances, pregnant with
evil, both (o the morals and the best interests of the people.
We now feel the truth of this remark, and the whole country
feels it. It ia the last means by which our principles can be
strengthened or our prosperity promoted.

It is our duty, then, not unnecessarily to prolong it, or rashly,
to rush into new contests. But we cannot set oursclves up
us the guardians of the nations on this continent, or preseribe
rules of conduct to Europe in its intercourse with such nations,
without rousing feelings of resentment which cannot fail to
beget hostility; we cannot do to others what we condemn in
them without subjecling ourselves to the charge of arrogance,
selfishness, and injustice. It is ot for us to dictate to others
the kind and extent of intercourse which they may establish,
for this involves o violation of the most cbvious princ ples of
right.. We bave never censed to denounce the assault upon
the Danish fleet by the English, and the partition of Poland
as shameful acts of aggression; nor can we perpetrate similar
wrongs, under pretexts however plausible, without incurring
censure. It requires a very extraordinary case of threatened
danger to ourselves to nuthorize an interference with the ad-
mitted rights of others.

No such case now exists, authorizing interference for our
own safety. I have looked at this proposition in all its as-
pects, and, though we have arrived slowly at the truth, by one
revelation after another, enough now sppears to admonish us
to pause, and, in the language of the President in 1826, to
ponder on what we are about to do. No one can foresee where
the adoption of thie measure would lead us. Will any one
dare to say it will not bring with it the eontinuance of the pre-
sent war, or that it may not involve us in one greatly more ca-
lamitous ? I hope, Mr. President, we shall not abandon the old
republican track, for that travelled by despots and ambitious
chieflains, which leads 1o military glory and ends in the bur-
dens of taxation, which bow down the industrial classes in sor-
row and ignorance.  Divine Providence has opened a brighter
and better path before us, and it remains 10 be scen whether
we have the good sense and judgment to follow it, and thus
avoid the great evils which oppress the nations of Europe.
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Moxpay, May 29, 1848,

OREGON. d
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following mes-
sage from the President of the United States ;

To the Senate aud House .s;f Representatives of the United
akew o

I luy betore Congress the aceompanying mewmorial und papers,
\rhhhy have been truosmitted to me by u special messenger,
employed for that by the Governor and * Legialative
Assembly of Ove qlerrim_ry, ™ who eonstitute the temporary
government which the inhabitants of thut distant region of our
country have, from the neeessity of their condition, organized
fur themselves, The memorialists are eitizens ot the United
Suates.  They ardent attachment to their native land,

the same Lill a proposition to protect the people of Pragon

and one establishing a territorial government for that le.
Mr. COBRY inquired if a majority had ot the

h-ill hto sop and bring the commitice 1o & Yo any

Mr. VINTON assented, but, he sdded, that way one of
thos subjects on which gentlemen could not be here,
He did not say that he wished 1o speak upon it If, but
there was o great question involved which been
bated out of place, and when it should come up in ith proper
place he should be disposed to hear both sides of theiHouse
upon it, and to give to geotlemen from sll ionsi of the
couplry an opportunity to express their sentiments. Ho was
not willing 10 take up that bill, with the understa that
the gog wus 1o be applied in its passage. There was ho ue-
eosdary counexion between the territorisl bill and the propo-

o for the protection of the citizens of Oregon, and he de-

that they should be kept separate. We were ig daily

and in their present ilous und distressed , they
carnestly imcie the aid and proteetion of their Government.

They vepresent that * the proud und powerful wibes of In-
disns” residing in their vicinity have recently raised *¢ the war-
whoop wnd d their tomahawks iu the blood of their
citizens ;" that they apprebend that * many of the powerful
tribes inhabiting the upper valley of the Coluwmbia have formed
un allianee for the purpose of carrying on hostilities against
their settlements 3** that the number of the white populstion is
fur infevior to that of the savages ; that they are deficient in
arms and money, and fear that they do not possess strength to
repel the **wttuck of so formiduble u foe and protect their
families and property from violence and rapine,” They con=
clude their appeal to the Government ol the United States foe

veliel by deelaring : “1f it be nl.a}l the lnmt:\;inn of our h:;:ﬂmd
parent to spread guardian wing over sons and day,
ters in Ot:gou. she surely will nl:yst refuse to do it now, wﬁ

they ure struggling with all the 1lls of a weak and tem
gnv};mmem. :gllluﬁnu perils are daily thickening mw.s t‘hel:?.\
and preparing to burst their heads. When the ensuing
surnmer’s sun shall have dispelled the snow from the moun=
tains we shall look with glowing hope and restless anxigty for
the coming of your laws and your arms.”
< In my of the 5th of August, 1848, communicating
“a copy of the convention for the settlement and adjustment
of the o7 I recommended to Congress that
* provision d:ehm“ b;c mude by law at ll‘::i earliest prl.ciﬁnabla'
riod loe zation of a territorial government in Ore-
g.." In mym message of Decexmber, 1846, and sguin
in ber, 1847, this recommendation was vepented,

The on of is believed o vxceed twelve
tho! souls, and it is known that it will be increased by &
large number rt' emigrants during the present season, 1'he
facts set forth in the sccompanying memorial and papers show
that the dangers 1o which our fellow-eitizens are exposed ure so
imminent that I deem it to b= my duty again to impress on
Congress the strovg claim which the inhabitants of that distant
wountry have to the benefit of our laws and the protection of
our Government.

1 therelorve ugain invite the attention of Congress to the sub-
ject, and recommend that laws be promptly passed estublish-
{ug a Territorial Government, and granting suthority to raise
an udequate volunteer foree for the delence and protection of
its inhabitants. 1t is belicved that a regiment of mounted men,
with such additional furce as may be raised in Oregon, will be
sufficient to afford the required protection. It is recommend-
ed that the forees raised for this purpose should engage to serve
for twelve months, uniess sooner discharged. No doubt is
entertnined, with proper inducements in land bounties, such u
foree can be raised iv u short time, Upon the expiration of
their serviee many of them will doubtless desire to remain in
the country and settle upon the land which they may rcccive
as bounty.

It 18 deemed important thet provision be made for the g
pointment of & suitable number of Indian ageots to veside
among the various tribes in Oregon, and that appropriations
be mude to enable them to treat with these tribes, with a view
to restore and preserve pesce between them and the white in-
habitants,

Should the laws rgcommended be promptly passed, the mea-
sures for their tion muy be pleted during the present
seuson, and before the scverity of winter will interpose ob-
siacles in erossing the Rocky Mountains. It not promptly
passed a delay of another yeur will be the oorllzlhnenae, und
may prove destructive 1o the white settlements in Oregon.
JAMES K. POLK.

Wasniseros, Mar 29, 1848,

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said the information contained in
the message of the President of the United States, which had
just been read, had been confirmed by private letters which
sume gentlemen on this loor had received from citizens of
Oregon. The time at which it came to them was very oppor-
tune. He was bappy to hear the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr, C. B. Surra) this moming introduce a resolution lo
malce the bill for the establishment of a territorial government
in Oregon a special order, but he feared, if it was to be pre-

ceded by the appropristion bills, that sume weeks would elapse |

before this Fouse,could take action upon it, and that it rvould
not be reached until the arrival of a period too late for the
purpose contemplated by this message. What had they now
heard ! 'Why, that the Indian tribes were waging war against
our citizens in Oregon, who called upon us for assistance ;
and it was our duty to respond promptly to that call, and
furnish them with the means of protection. The bill 10 es-
tablish a territorial government in Oregon had been long be-
fore Congress, and it had been postponed again and ngain,

Mr. President, if Yucatan is an object of compassion, I | until the people of that Territory had been driven to form a

would not be backward in fulfilling all the duties of humanity,
nor would I be scrupulous as 1o the exercise of power for that
end. I would, if it can be done without entangling ourselves
in dangerous responsibilities, send ber arms if the crisis de-
mands it, and shipping to take the population away. But,
sir, | cannot help feeling that the appeal to our bumanity
comes, under all the circumstances, with little favor, and
stands, tosay the least, on statements that ought to be very
carefully scrutinized hefore they sre admitted as the basis of
action.  Beyond this it is very plain that our duty and our in-
torests forbid us to go.  All beyond this is too doubtful to jue-
tify the steps which are proposed. [ have, Mr. President,
done this subject, I am aware, very imperfeet justice ; but, if
atention has been awakened 1o its importance, my object is
accomplished.

OAKFORD'S
Great Hat, Cap, and Fur Establishment, No, 104
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Lllinois and Michigan Canal will offer for_sale, st public aue-

tion, on the 1at day next, all the Canal Lands,

Town Lots, Water Power, and Buildings which are included

in the deed of trust exeeuted by the Governor of the State of

llinois on the 26th June, 1845, in pursusnce of laws of the
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government for themsclves, using for their protection sll the
power which God pnd Nature had given them. But they
now appealed 10 this Government in an unusual emergency,
and that appeal should be promptly responded®to by this
House. Immediate action should be had for the pr ion”

ox] of receiving intelligence of the ratifiontion of the

would
eman

¥ lorce at the dis; | of the Government, whi
repder unuecessary lbamdmoml troops which the
from Georgia called for. |
‘Mr. BOYDEN asked why it was that the President of the
ted States could send an army inwo Texas, yea gven into
territary of Mexico, without giving notice to © of
intention to do so, and yet could not send aid tojour own
08 in our own Territory of Oregon without upon

Crlgreu for authority ? ’
Mr. VINTON mps;i.ad that that was a question which the
lina counld as well as he

gentleman from North C
coild.  He then expressed the hope that the Oregon Territo-
rial bill would not be made to interfere with the geneml appro-
priation bills. i
Mr. HSRALSON said it was impartant to act iﬁl}r on
this message from the President of the United 8 Our
m;whn are now inhabitants of Oregon were in need of
uid to protect them against the Indian tribes, and
L action was necessary 1o give them that aid. He hoped
it would not be mixed up with the consideration of the Oregon
bill; for when that bill shall come up it would be
i from day to day and week to week, and hence it
wad important to give this message such a direction—for in-
, by referring it 1o the Military Committee—as would
to the furnishing of speedy relief 1o those who appeal 1o

could this be done ?  They were soparate questions ;
embruced, it was true, in the message of the President—
8, however, urging the importance of the establishment of
‘erritorial Government in Oregon ; and the other a specific

a
recommendation that the President be authorized to raise a
voluntecr force for the purpose of going speedily to the scene
of these disturbances, and giving relief to our citizens there.

He would pro, then, instead of the motion of his colleague,
that the President’s message be referred to the Committee on
Military Afairs, with instructions to that committee to report,
and to report forthwith if they pleased, a bill to this House
authorizing the President to raise a sufficient furce to proceed
forthwith fo Oregon o give our citizens there the relief they
demand. Thus speedy relief would be afforded, and the House
would not place themselves in the attitude of disregarding the
call, and nclling in idle debate upon subjects disconnected
with that relief. The two subjects were not connected with
each other; the one related to the establishment of a Territo-
rial Goversment which might tend ultimately to their securi-
ty sgainst the encroachments of the Indinns; and the other
proposed to raise a military force for their immediate relief.

Mr. COBB wished to make the simple suggestion to his
colleague that this very war in which the people of Oregon
were engaged with these Indian uibes originated in conse-
quence of the failare of this Government 1o establish Indian
agencies there to conciliate and control them, and furnish them
those articles which were usually given to the Indiane, and
were necessaly for carrying on peaceable relations with them.
That was one of the chiel causes of the present difficulties.
The establishment of Indian agencies would be more effective
towards puui:g an end to this war, and réstoring friendly re-
Iations, than all the regiments we could send. They needed
both ; but, until Congress gave them the protection of law,
all other measures of reliel were merely temporary, and might
do assmuch harm as good. :

Mr. HARALSON replied that he had just voted to make
the Oregon bill \the special order for an’ early day, and he
tristed he should not be considered opposed to speedy action.
But he asked his colleague if he did not know that it was ut-
terly impossible to have as prompt action on the territorial bill
as bie in his fervor might desire. It bad elresdy been intimat-
ed that there were various questions which might arise in the
discussion of that bill upon which a very large number of the
members might desire 10 be heard.

Mr. COBB would answer his colleague’s interrogatory
with great pleacure by telling him that there was not a ques-
tion which could arise out of the Oregon bill, either in its pre-
sent form or as it might be amended, which had not been

this House.to act, or not to act, would depend the early de-
cision or the postponement of the question.

Mr. HARALSON agreed that some of the questions which
woulil grow out of the Oregon Territory bill had been disens-
-:I.Fnuﬂfr year and session after session ; but urged that
in all probability they would be discussed agnin. Coald any
llm:;l:t expect that the questions embraced 10 that bill swoyld
m 15

of our own people in one of our own territories.  He suggest-
ed, therefore, and be should make such a motion when he
had an opportunity to do so, that the President's message
should be laid on the table and printed, and he shoald then
move an amendment to the motion of the gentl 1 from In-
diana (Mr. C. B. Ssira) to strike out all that portion which
provides for m king the Oregon territorial bill the special
order immediately afier the general appropriation bills, and
insert words o postpone the present special orders, that imme-
diate action might be taken on the territorial bill, s0 as to dis-
pose of it at the earliest practicable period.

M:r. COLLAMER to aek the gentleman from
Georgia if the Oregon territorial bill contained a provision for
the protection of the citizens of Oregon ; and if in 1846 there
wae not an act passed to provide for raising a regiment of
mounted riflemen and for establishing military stations on the
route to Oregon ’  He wished to know what had become of
those troops which were ordered to be raised for that specific

porpoes. Aok

r. COBB replied that the Oregon territorial bill did not
contain any provisions to furnish the protection for which an
appesl had now been made, and he hoped the gentleman from
Vermont would now eo-operate with him in the adoption of a
measure which should furnish the aid required. Though it

contained no such provision, it could be easily amended so as

to answer that purpose, and he hoped it would be o amend-
ed as to carry out the wishes of the people of Oregon, and
afford them sgainst the Indian tribes.

[n reference to the act of 1846, of which the gentieman
from Vermont had it would be recollected that it was
passed before the war broke out with Mexico ; and if the gen-
tleman would examine the provisions of that bill, he would see
that that regiment was not designated for any particular ser-
vice. That regiment was an sddition 1o the forces in the
United States servies ; and when the war broke oot all the
troops in the service were required to carry on the war.

Mr. MURPHY wished to ask the gentleman from Georgia®
if it was necessary, in order to give protection to the people of
Oregon, to organize a territorial government in that territo-
ry ! Could they not act promptly, and adopt s measure to
furnish them with protection '  Nay, could not the Executive
do it without any action of this House ?

Mr. COBB said it must be admitted that it was in the
power of the Government of the United States to protect its
own people without the passage of this bill, but this bill was
a protection to which the people of Oregon have been entitled
for two years. For more than two years they had been pro-
mised the protection of laws ; and now, when such an oppor-
tunity presents itself, and the people are exposed to immediate
danger, and the which follow if support were
withheld, why, be would ask the gentleman from New York,
should they half way *

After some observations, he moved that the message
be lnid on the table and printed.

Mr. VINTON mid the message now before the House, il
he had heand it correctly, proposed, in the first
a military force for the protection of our peo;
and in the next place it
United States should

in Oregon,
posed that the Congress of the

nexion between these two things. If our people wers in dan-

gor, that might be good ground, of enurse, for reising a mili- | not

tary foree for their ; but a bill to establish a Terri

torial Government did not contemplate any such thing as rais- | for the
ing n military force. Tt would be out of place in sucha bill | that eo

to make an addition to the standing army.
The proposition of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.Conn)
¢ontemplated the putting aside of the

Sl]mwﬁunnhk:h he should move to

bill 1o raise m military foree for Oregon.
about entering upon the month of June, and the great appro-
priation bills, which would require much time amd attention i
their considerstion, had not yet been actod upon ; and

(i
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d when it came up to be acted on ?  He per-
haps might not be disposed to enter into the discussion, but
other gentlemen would, and one already had the floor upon
it, and it would be difficult, if not impossible, to close the de-
bate at an early day. If the motion to lay on the table pre-
he would go with his colleague 1o consider as speedily
a8 possible the Oregon Territory bill ; if it failed, he should
move to refer the message to the Committes on Military Af-
fairs, with instructions to prepare and report a bill making
proper provision for affording immediate security to our peo-
: in Oregon. But they might do both ; they might, and
hoped they would as soon as possible, p  to id
the territorial bill, and then, if his enticipations were fulilled,
the Committee on Military Affairs might report the bill to af-
ford prompt relief, which he would be passed imn-
mediately, and then gentlemen could spend the time in dis-
cussing the hill to establish the. territorial government.
Mr. COLLAMER said there had been several instances in

least, there had been this suecessful experiment—that some
pressing emergency was seized hold of, because it was pressing,
not for the purpose of providing for that peculiar exigency,
but of taking advantage of that exigency to carry the necessary
measure together with something else. This experiment had
in various forms successfully been practised upon the
House. He referred, as one of the most notable instances, to
the preamble of the war bill, as thus forced through, in con-
nexion with which men had been driven to votes, some under

which he thought many of them had had occasion to
m;ian had not, the country bad. ' A burnt child
dreads the fire.” He was incli from this 10
sy, if there were an exigency arising they whould confine
“their action to this exigency, and not undertake to

de- |

treaty of peace with Mexico, and then thers would be g large |

discussed over and over againi ; and upon the determination of |

the course of his short Congressional experience in which, at | from

| them off to Mexico’ Who, then, was rwaltl'blﬂ for the |
state of things which now existed there ' © were told that

| great purpose for which the regiment wis ex pressly suthosized |

| by Uoi:;m had been totally neglected by tho Executive, aud

| bence the inbabitants in Oregon bad suffered. 'Who wis

| responsible > He did not stand here to make

| charges against any budy, or to impute bad motives, but he
wished it correctly understood that it was not true, as the

| message implied, that Congress had fuilid to do its daty to

| the citizens in Oregon, and if their measure had not answere:!

| its purpose, it was because the Execulive had not

| o0t the clearly ex intentions of Congress, 3

| Mr. BOWLIN was understood to suy thata part of a regi-

ment were now emjloyed on the route to Santa Fe and w0

Oregon to protect emigrants.

Mr. COLLAMER said this might be so, but he rq!ulnd
that the Executive had violated the clearly expressed inten-
tions of Congress in raising this {orce; and animadverted upon
the insufficiency of the excuse that he was not expressly pro-
| hibited from sending this force 10 Mexico. He did this with
u view to have the facts of the case correctly understood. The
fault, if fault there was, did not lie upon Congress, for they
had made express provision for this cose, and the President
had diverted the foree to other service. The President had
assumed 1o send our troops into disputed territory ; he
Iy had the right, within the acknowlodged limits of the terri-
tory of the United States, to dispose of the army as he saw
fit ; and he should always have a reserve furce sufficicut to
defend the frontiers in any contingency against the encroach-
mentsof the [ndians. If the committee and the House thought
that additional forces should be sent, let a bill be passed ae-
cordingly ; but his main purpose was to object against the
emergency being made a pretext for pressing through the Ore-
gon ‘Lerri bill with hot haste and without discussion.

Mr. HILLIARD called for a division of the question.

After some conversation on a point of order—

The question on the first division, viz. on laying on the ta-
ble, was taken, and negatived. -

The question recurring on the second branch, viz oo
printing— ;

Mr. BROWN, of Miss., said he intended to favor the propo-
sition of his friend from Georgia who last had the floor, (Mr.
Hamavsow, ) and to express very briefly his opposition to the
course laken by his other friend from Georgia, (Mr. Cons.)
He was us willing as any other member of Congress that the
two Houses should act immediately upon the ition to
give efficient and immediate relief to the peo the Terri-
tory of Oregon ; be believed it was their duty to afford that
aid promptly. But he objected to the proposition of his friend
over the way, (Mr. Conn,) because it contemplated the hur-
ried passage through the House of a bill invulving the most
important question which agitated the people of this country.
Whenever that question was fairly before Congress, he, for
one, desired to hear it discossad by men of all political com-
plexions, and fram every portion of the confederacy., He had
no idea of seeing the great question of the power of Congress
over the Territories foreed through under the gag. Let the
two questions be separated ; let the message be referred to the
Commit'ee on Military Affairs, and they report that sort of
relief which the oceasion required ; snd when the Oregon |
Territory bill came up, let them have a full and fair discussion
upon the territorial question.  He thought he saw the object
of the gentleman from Georgia ; in the smoke ereated by the
President’s ¢ ge—in the exci tat the condition of our
people in Oregon, to force -this question through under the
gag, and get clear of this question, involving the most weighty
consequences 10 this entire confederacy, and especially the

those who had carried their wives and their littie ones into
that territory under the expectation of our protection, let them

atany | a small force had been put on the way to Santa Fe; hnt‘ﬂu | afford immediate reliel.

His prineipal object in rising was to inform the people every
where that there was no disposition, he believed, on his side
of the House, and it was disclaimed on the other, to blink this
great question.  He was willing (o discass it ; he wanted all
18 priociglesto be made os familisr as household words, let who
would be ivjured by it. He wanted it understood. When the
Oregon bill came up he hoped that no hurey to .:i}om or any
thing else would prevent a thorough discussion and understand-
ing of each other's views. 1f the m on which he and thoss
who thought with him stood a bad foundation, let it b
torn from them; but let it be understood that the rights of the
Southern portion of the confederacy were never to be made
the subject of compromise.  He folt that his children were the
legitimate children o the country; that they had an equal in-
terest in the common property of the Union, and no man
should ssy you have no right 1o put your foot upon the tern-
tory of the Union. W ith his heart's blood he would defend
that principle. o all our broad territory, whether sequired
by ‘Fumhm or conquest, by cession or treaty, his children
and the children of his constituents had the right to put their
foot and their property, and to demand that which
the constitution of the United Sinies gave them. When he
ceased Lo stand by this right he hoped to be denounced as
recreant (o every high, noble, and holy feeling which should
fill sn American m.

Mr. HILLIARD recalled the attention of the House to the
question under eonsideration, and was understood to confess
that he was not without suspicion that there were concealed
objects lurking beneath the proposition of the gentleman from
Georgin, which looked to cutting short the debate on the Ter-
ritorial bill. He heartily responded (o the sentiments of his
friend from Mississippi, (Mr. Buows, ) who did not wish this
question to be sup - He hal no desire to pin these
two subjects togetner, and dispose of them under the press of
the gag, or to cut off any part of this House from the full and
free expression of apy sentiments which they might hold. He
was willing to give prompt relief to our citizens in Oregon,
and it seemed to him best to adopt the very scnsible sugges-
tion of the gentleman from Georgia, and refer the message to
the Committee on Military Affairs;; for how could this House
malure the proper Lill without a committee. He wished to
give efficient military protection both to residents and 1o emi-
grants on their way to Oregon. Let them act wisely ; let no

to the country, and not bring into the discussion of every
question small and great subjects which were not connected
with it, and which ought not 1o be brought here. Whether
it was designed to the Presidential contest which was
coming ofl' he knew not; but, if no other and sinister object
was 1o be accomplished, the proper course was W refer 1o the
Committee on Military Affsirs, and let them prepare a bill to
raise a sufficient force to send out to Oregon. He was wil-
ling to vote for it ; he sympathized with our citizens in that
distant country ; the very first speech he had made on this
fioor was in their behalf, and he was willing now to act in ac
cordance with it. But he argued that there was no necessity
for such hot haste, for pressing aside all the important busi-

ness of the session.

Goveraments he had views which would conflict with those of
some other gentlemen, but which he believed would receive
the support of the great body of the people. He did not de~
sire o mix up the subject with other questions affecting the
Presidential canvass. o far as he was concerned he recog-
vised 1o ully of that description. He meaut to fight the Pre-

Southern portion of it. = However it might affect Presidential
aspirants, he could not sanction the attempt to blink the ques-
tion and foree it throogh under the gag. He wished at the
proper time to express his views upon it, as other gentlemen
bad dose upon cccasions when the question did not properly
arise. He was not willing that the views of the genteman
from Georgia who had first addressed the House should go as
the views of the Southern portion of this confederacy. He
hoped, therefore, the gentl 's proposition would be reject-
ed, and that of the other gentleman from Georgia receive the
sanctien of the House. Whether the views of gentlemen
might agree with those of others, or with those of Presidential
aspirants, it mattered not ; let every gentleman express his |
own views and those of his constituents boldly, fearlessly.
This he intended to make his course.

Mr. SMITH, of Indians, said he had introduced the reso-
| lution relative to the Oregon Terri bill without consulta-
tion with any individoal, or without knoWwing that it was the
intention of the President to send in the message which had
this morning been received, but upon his own impression that
the House was imperatively ealled to act upon this measure
at an early period. He was aware that the geaeral appropri-
ation bills had already been made the special order, and that
they were acting under it, and also, as had been stated by the
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, (Mr. Vix-
Tox, ) that but a month would elapse between the present and
the commencement of the next fiscal year; and be had not,
therefore, desired o anticipote these bills, but hal proposed to
make the Oregon bill the special order immediately after they
had been disposed of.

The gentleman from Vermont imagined he saw in this pro-
position an effort to make this exigency a pretext for rushing
through this Territorial bill ——

Mi. COLLAMER said his remark did not
gentleman from Indiana.

Mr. SMITH said if any such purpose had been entertained
by any body it was not by him, and proceeded warmly to urge
the imperative duty of Congress long ere this to have made
provisions for a Government for Oregon. It was now some-
thing like two years wince the question of our title had been
relieved from all doubt and conttoversy : a population of ten
to twelve thousand souls and more had gone there, having
emigrated from almost every State in the Union ; they were
surrounded by savage tribes, who were making incursions |
| upon them, pillaging their property and attacking and mur-
| dering them. We claimed the territory, and the reciprocal
obligation rested upon us to extend to them the fostering care
and protection of this Government ; we should either do this
or declare that we left them 1o take care of themselves. Un-
less a resolution to make the bill a special order was adopted,
the session would pass and it would not be acted on.

He bad no objection to the proposition of the gentleman
Georgia o reler this message to the Committee on
Military Affairs. If its statements were true—and he had
reason to believe they were, they were corroborated from
other sources—if the people of that territory were now preyed
upon by Indians, if they were the subjects of slavghter and
massacre, we ought to provide means for their i diate pro-

apply to the

upon the lofty ground on which it tto
be placed—upon public policy, independent of local interésts
which had no place in it upon a high conservative policy
oppased 1o the recklessness of the course of the present Ad-
ministration.

So believing, he was unwilling to bring up the Oregon bill,
but expressed his preference to adhering to the order of busi-
ness, and especially to oxecuting the special order by disposing:
of the general appropriation bifls which it was so o
pass, as the commencement of the fiscal year was at hand. By
this course the general dispateh of business would be pro-
moted——

Mr. COBB inquired at what time his friend from Alabama
thought the sppropriation bills would be passed }  And why
they had not been passed long ago ? !

Mr. HILLIARD could not undertake to conjecture when
they would be passed, if topics of this kind were allowed to
sapersede them. Baut if the House would go on in the ordi-
nary course of legislation they would be able to dispose of
them in a very few weeks, He would, however, refer to his
friend from Ohio.

Mr. VINTON, being thus appealed to, said, if when the
appropriation bills were up, all other subjects except the bill
were to be discussed, he could not form a conjecture when
they would be disposed of. That bud been the course here-
tofore ; the discussion had been about things totally foreign to
the bills before the House. If the House, however, would
pursue the course indicated by the gentleman from Alabama,
and confine the debste to the bills and the subjects properly
involved, the probability was that would be in
the course of all the ngt month. 9 i

Mr. HILLIARD said, as to why it bad not slready been
done, the gentleman could s well answer as himself, having
watched the course of business as closely.

He was anxious that they should act on the Oregon bill ;
he was anzious also that this message should be acted on, and
was in favor of referring it te the Commitiee on Military Af-
fairs; and when reported it could be acted on with little .
afier which they would have time to discuss the other very
delicate question upon this floor. While the section of the
country he in part had the honor to represent asked no exclu-
sive favors, it would submit to no lusive ivations ;
while it did not appeal to the g ity of the Government,
it appesled to its justice ; it held it to its
ises ; and while they were unwilling to offend the
feelings of any gentleman who acted with them, they never
would merge the rights of that section for any other object
near or remole, not support any gmﬂemmwbo‘iﬂ not hearti-
ly agree with them in all the great conservative measures
which formed an issue before the country.

Mr. NICOLL obtained the floor, and, after some conversa-
tion, at the suggestion of Mr, HARALSON and others, hav-
ing moved an amendment to the motion to print, to refer to
the Committee on Military Affairs, dmnsn" the previous
question. -

The demand was seconded and the main question ordered,
and being takeo, the amendment and motion as amended were

tection. He was aware, as had been stated by the gentleman
from Vermont, that these means hal beet furnisbed st a
former period by Congress, but they had been diverted to an-
other purpose, and it was enough now fnrut:emtoknow that
protection was nol now ided. Let the responwibility of
ldinrﬁnﬂln military iwwm where it might, Congrees were
'!ﬂﬂildm either 1o call back that force or provide snother.
Iliaw-willia'thlthuiwulhouidinptwﬂd

with it, by any artificial contrivance, other matters whish had no
Dagessary connexion. He thought, in raising the army for
Maxico, they did not confine their sction to the exigency ;
and it seemed to him that on this occasion he could ven
similar attempt.  What was the state of the case > We Liad
been inf: that our inhabitants who had gone to Oregon
Wware in great peril ; that the Indians had waged war upon
them and had aiready committed massacre and bloodshed. Very
wall ; the first proposition offered was immediately to take up
& certain bill 10 establish a Territorial Government in Oregon.
Now, ho asked whether that bill would protect the people, if
:rd’ Would it stop the Indian war ¥ Would it afford

to the citizens there *  Not at all ; it did no such thing.
But there had boen an open avowal of another purpose, which
was o take advantage of this exigency to press through the
Territorial bill prevent the discussion of the question of

to allow themselves, after this

had been avowed,
% be coaxed into a transaction of this kind, they did it with
3 yes open.  He would not.

to raise | the l

n‘l‘arﬂla'hlﬂmmmlforlh- extende] uch litle of
Territory of Oregon. Now, there was no necessary con- | tory as Bon B S i

bills for the | Com
of taking up the Oregon territorial bill, giving notice | the

& gentleman from Georgin (Mr. Conn) had said that
encies should be established over the country. Now
jon territory bill contained no provision for Indian

ik ; there was nothing of the kind in it. The Indian

e a branch of the Gover t by th !._;:Z

the Indian
thought proper ; they were entirely indes

the territortal Governments, Therelire that did

the g o
The Bath was, i any thing was wanted a bill was wanted
pose of rising tr to be sent immedistely to
Now, he wi to be distinctly anderstood,
object to raising any 1roops if necesssry: neither
: 106 that this message should bo sent to the
b on Military Affairs. He would, however, give
ittee no instructions about it ; he woald send it

he did
liad he

pecting that they would toke such action as the
of the case required. He did not oheet to

h was really necessary ; but what did the occasion

What were its necessities '

not satisfied with the reply of the gentlernan from
~ Conn) upon a suggestion that had been raised,

war with Mexico existed, a bill had been

- in pursuance of the recommendation of the
himeelf, providing, with a view 1o the protection

agninat Be Indian tribes of emigrants on their way to

for the on of stockades and blook-house forts along the

W“: authorizing n regiment of mounted riflcmen to be
¢ specific service. [He read this recommenda-

tion of @ President, and an extract of the act.] The aet

“An act to provide for raising s regiment of
and establishing military stations on the
This bill was into a law, a8 re-
Prosident, for 1

g ]

involved in this bill were of the highest importance.
I e wax aware thal a pew, and not only & new but a start-
ling doctrine had been propounded in this House and else-
wﬁhﬂ‘. that this Government had no right to establish Terri-

Governments.
he desired, with his friend from Mississippi, 10 allow the largest
latitude in the discussion of this and collateral questions, and
he was willing to meet them. He did not desire to delay
action of the House upon the measure which might be
sary for the immediate i 3
m:mmmﬂhm
to the Committee on Military Affairs, or some
opriate committee, and, when it was reported, let it recei

He d with the gentleman from Mississippi that the
i

i

agreed to, and

given notice, and which he now offered,
making the Oregon bill the special order for this day and until
mot.andbnhhmrpmpmponiunllpmiom pe-
rs.
Considerable conversation ensued upongthis paint of order,
but the decision of the Chair was acquiesced in without ap-

peal.

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, demanded the previous
question, which was seconded, and under its operation the
original resolution of Mr. Switi was adopted.
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prompt action of the House; and in the mean time
the House would fix on a time when this territorial |
would be brought up, and, if Congress had the power to |
| establish a Territorial Government, let it be known ; and, if |
they had not, let the people there be informed of it, and be |
lefi to their dwn resonrces to form a Government,

Mr. VENABLE concurred fully with the gentlemen who |
thought they should adopt immediate action for the protection
of the of Oregon, and he 100k ooeasion 10 say 1o his
friend from Vermoot that, whatever might be the disposition
of others, it was none of his (Mr.V."s) to annex this amend-
ment to the Oregon bill for the purpose of avoiding the dis-
eussion of the question to which the gentleman had referred.
He wished to stand recfus in curia upon that question ; and,
when it eame up, be trusted an opportunity would be afford-
ed him of giving his views in full. A more important and in-

question had never, and could never, be agitated.
He was unwilling, by indirect legislation or by parlismentary
manaavre, to avoid any question ; he was willing that the
world should know any political opinion he held, and to give
full expression to it, affect whatever individual it might.

Hep ded to vindicate the President from the charges
made against him by Mr. Cotrasxxn, and read from the mes- |
sage of 1945 recommending the erection of stockades and |
block-house furts, and the employment of & mounted regiment |
on the route to Oregon ; and said that the regiment was rais- |
ed, and they were told by the gentloman from Missouri that
two battalions of ft were there.

i

B

bow had the thing diminished and come down to nothing !
Did the law restrict the President 10 one particular regiment,
if, as commander-in-chief of the army, be thought best to
send one regiment there instead of another ' the men

Messrs. Gavrs & Szatow : In the notice copied this morn-
ing in the Intelligencer, relating to the resolution calling on
the Secrotary of the Treasury for information relative to a
violation of the Subtreasury law, “if is sated™ that the vio-

[ lation of the law was committed by depositing the public mo-

neys in ‘the Philadelptia Bank for the payment of the interest
upon the public debt due in that city, and by paying that in-
terest in bank notes instead of specie. Can there be any
doubt of this 7 Why, any person who receives such interest
in the city of New York, on his applieation to the paying
officer at the Bank of America, signs the receipt for his in-
torest, receives a check with which he applies to the paying
teller of the bank, who pays him in bank notes, unless he de-
mands specie, in which ease he will receive it, the same as
be would by demanding it on the notes of that bank or om
any other bank in the city. But this is not singular : for
here, in Washington, the pay to the members of the House
of Representatives is made by the Sergeant-at-Arms in o draft
which the Sergeant-at-Arms will either get cashed for you,
oritnnhollhtladn-!byyuuunmﬂliunofm
Lam, yours, respectfully, A NEW YORKER.
e ———..

The whﬁmﬂnpadcupmudﬁun&-mdﬂw

- g : York from the st of January to the 13th of
42 ) ¥ o May, of the pro-
mntr" ROWEAN Ml ). TV o o | s i is stated at $6, 250,968, v
Mr. VENABLE. Two bautalions of @ regiment. Ah'! Pownsa Mitr Exrrosiox.—The an mill attachal

were there—if the stockades and block-house forte were thers | mill boml-u(yrrveul,unm.f

o t the emigrants on the to , and the Rbout $16,000,

Terrtony of Orogon the Presdent wan ek resmonstne. " B | paving been blown up about eighieen moothe inc, klling

Hmdwtthcwﬁ.a?dthhwd(:oﬁw. But S, 1

that made no difference some gentlemen ; it was i nowas Posruny, infantry.

ummm»-itmmmmﬂﬁ ﬂc::.umonw h‘uh ..nu;:::i::E

ings of certain individuals ; if & Democratic cook prepared MLMM& man in the

the food it was either o salt or too fresh, teo done ot too raw, ::‘ﬂﬁlizuhhw Postley's camp, snd was or-

the blame must be thrown upon the President ; at any rate ! ' by the . He went, n pistol,
He copcurred with his friend from Georgis, (Mr. Hanar- Mﬁﬂh P. in the of his quarters,
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ben
m'hmd“-ulwhqu-h by his friends. o

ultra object influence their legislation ; let them do their duty -

#
.

With reference to the question of establishiug Territorial -
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